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knees; there are some who have expired while
making the sign of the cross. While dying, they
make very touching little exhortations to those who
are not christians, or who live wrong, or who have
relaxed from their first fervor. They speak of their
own death while themselves distributing their little
belongings, as if they were not sick. They taste in
advance the pleasures of the other life, founded
upon our lord’s promises. All those who have seen
persons die here are, as eye-witnesses of what occurs,
fully consoled thereby.

Those who most closely survey this perseverance
of the savages say that God grants them these final
graces because there is no one in this mission who
has not given up everything for God, by leaving his
country for his sake. Thus not one has yet been
seen to die who has not at death given strong
evidences of predestination,—although the number
of the dead is already very great, and amounts to the
number of nearly one hundred and forty. The faces
of the deceased have nothing frightful about them;
on the contrary, they inspire devotion. On compar-
ing them with the good lives of persons who have
dwelt here, can it be that persons who frequent the
sacraments and often confess, who never leave the
village for the chase without confessing, who have
no sooner arrived than they make ready to confess,
who in every different occupation of the day offer
their work to God, who scrupulously observe the
forgiveness of injuries, who confess from fortnight
to fortnight, who often make their examination of
conscience, who accuse themselves of the slightest
distractions, and who live like angels—can it be
that such persons do not end life well? The
primitive church of the iroquois is in this condition.



